CIVILISATIONS OF THE EAST

all social relations, which has as its immediate
effect pauperism, unemployment, unrest, and
discontent Add to this a heavy burden of
debt, incurred mainly by the Russian war,
pressing on a country not rich m natural re-
sources, and a population too numerous to be
supported in comfort on their own territory;
a governmental r&gime which discourages and
suppresses popular association and popular
agitation, and a financial system which
throws the burden of taxation on the poor.
The past and the present, oriental tradition
and western culture, are at grips in Japan
more intensely than in any other country;
but in Japan alone the issue of the conflict will
be determined by the people themselves, not
by the pressure of foreign powers
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